
 
 
 
 

UNDERWRITING 201:  BUILD ISSUES 
These days one of the biggest issues (no pun intended) that we face in the underwriting 
process is the issue of disproportionate height and weight.  In general, most companies 
agree on what is a ‘standard’ risk in the build category.  However, some have a little more 
flexibility than others.  In the area of the ‘preferred’ and ‘select preferred’ risks there is also 
not too much divergence between companies on the height and weight issue.   
 
If we know the build before we quote the case we can avoid a lot of problems at delivery 
by directing your prospect to the company that will give them the opportunity for a better 
rate.  There is nothing harder than trying to deliver a policy with a ‘standard’ rate when you 
quoted one with a ‘preferred’ rate.  When you are gathering your information from a 
prospect, always ask them their height and weight! 
 
HEIGHT AND WEIGHT VARIABLES: 
Most of our companies use a unisex build chart.  This will generally benefit females to an 
extent.  Also, most companies allow extra pounds for ‘preferred’ and ‘select preferred’ risks 
if the clients are age 70 or older.   
 
Another area where we can get some relief is the use of “Lifestyle Credits” from some of 
the companies.  Lifestyle credits can include extra credits for a college education, income, 
a good driving record, exercise routines and lifetime non tobacco user.  There are 
generally 10 to 15 areas that companies consider in the granting of these credits.   
 
SIMPLIFIED ISSUE AND GUARANTEED ISSUE PRODUCTS: 
In the situation where a person is morbidly obese and exceeds the height and weight 
classification for many companies, we are still able to get a simplified issue product or a 
guaranteed issue product.   
 
In the simplified issue products, the height and weight limits are extended beyond the 
normal ranges.  For the guaranteed issue products, there are no health questions asked 
and therefore no height and weight questions are asked.   
 
Generally speaking, the simplified issue products and the guaranteed issue products are 
‘graded death benefit’ products.  Usually the products are ‘graded’ for the first 2 to 3 years.  
After the graded period, a full death benefit is paid.   
 

EXAMPLES OF HOW BUILDS AFFECT THE RATES: 
A man who is 6’ 1” tall and weighs 270 pounds can still get a ‘standard’ rate. 
The same man who weighs 290 could be a “Table 2” rate. 
If he weighs 314 pounds he would be rated a “Table 4” 
If he weighs 370 pounds he would most likely be uninsurable.   
In this case, if he is over 370 pounds we will need to recommend a simplified issue or a 
guaranteed issue product. 



 
 
 
SAMPLE BUILD CHART – FULLY UNDERWRITTEN PRODUCTS: 
 
 

 
 
The build chart above would be a good one for a quick reference.  In most cases, you can 
look at the chart above and decide in advance a probable rate classification for your 
prospect.  If your client falls into the Table A or B classification we can generally get them 
a ‘standard’ rate if there is nothing else wrong with them and if we know before we submit 
the application.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SAMPLE BUILD CHART – GRADED DEATH BENEFIT PRODUCTS: 
 
When your prospect exceeds the weight limits on fully underwritten products you may 
refer to this build chart to see if the client can qualify for a ‘simplified issue’ product.   
 

 
 
Both of these sample build charts are actual charts from two of our companies.  They will 
give you a general idea what rate to quote to your prospect.  If you would like a more 
accurate quote please call us and let us quote the case for you.   
 
Thank you for your business! 

 
Don Boozer 
1-800-543-0886 


